Intercellular bridges in lizard oogenesis.
Study of the germinal epithelium in the adult lizard shows that the germ cells constitute clusters of synchronized cells interconnected by intercellular bridges. Such bridges interconnect oogonia as well as early meiotic prophase oocytes (zygo-pachitene). Besides true intercellular bridges in oocytes, there are plasma membrane interruptions forming large zones that ensure cytoplasmic continuity between adjacent cells. In early diplotene, germ cells are isolated. Later, during auxocytosis, when the polymorphic follicular epithelium around the oocyte starts differentiating, intercellular bridges appear between the follicle cells and oocyte. No relationship is observed between the intercellular bridges found in the germinal epithelium and those found between the follicle cells and oocyte.